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production. He and Mrs. Mansfield had long believed in
the play-possibilities of Jessie FothergilPs charming, if
conventional romance of musical student life in Germany.
He had played so many forbidding roles that they felt
just for once he might allow himself the diversion of a
wholly sympathetic hero. If it was a step down from his
sustained intellectual plane it was at least effected with
elegance and charm.

The version he accepted was by J. I. C. Clarke, but he
rewrote it to such an extent that Mr. Clarke scarcely
recognised it. His share in the work was credited to a
nom de plume, Meridan Phelps. "The First Violin" was
put on the stage first at the Hollis Street Theatre in Bos-
ton, on April 1.8, iSgS.1

The following Monday the play was acted at the
Garden Theatre in New York. At the end of the even-
ing of enthusiasm he responded to calls and addressed
the audience: "Ladies and gentlemen, it is very near

1 The cast on this occasion was:
The Grand Duke    .
Count von Rothenfels
The Countess Hildegarde
Herr von Francius   .
Eugen Courvoisier   .
Sigmund, his son
Friedhelm Helfen    .
Karl Linders   .
Herr von Papenheim
Jager zu Rothenfels
Professor Sebastian .
A Railway Official .
Herr Boudelweiss    .
Herr Singfest   .
Herr Krausgrieg.
Miss Hallam   .
Merrick, her maid   .
Fraulein Anna Sartorius
Miss May Wedderburn
Fraulein Schultz
Frau Schmidt .
Clara

Musicians, Citizens,

Mr. Kingdon.
Mr. Johnson.
Miss Glidden.
Mr. Weaver.
Mr. Mansfield.
Miss Morrison.
Mr. Forrest.
Mr. Andrews.
Mr. Courtenay.
Mr. Hunter.
Mr. Griffith.
Mr. Graham.
Mr. Butler.
Mr. Dwyer.
Mr. Bonchard.
Miss Alliston.
Miss Cummins.
Miss Oliver.
Miss Fairfax.
Miss Marsh.
Miss Clarke.
Miss Blanchard.
Railway Officials." "The First
